
:MINUTES 
TIIlR.D BUDGET :MEETING OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FISCAL YEAR 2021- 2022 
TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021 

5:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The third budget meeting for Fiscal Year 2021 - 2022 was called to 
order at 5:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman Denver F. Braswell. The meeting was duly called 
and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc 
DeMott, Mike Boyd, Paul Nagy, and Johnny Hardin, Chairman Denver F. Braswell, 
County Administrator Chas Cannon and County Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Compliance Officer Justin H. Cox, Sheriff Rod Howell, Captain 
Julius Cox, EMS Director Amy Williams, Humane Society Executive Director Drew 
Durham, Finance Director David Zeanah and Kevin Hall, Reporter with the Moultrie 
Observer. 

Public Hearings 

Two public hearings were necessary for the purpose of a rezoning request, a request for 
special use permit, and a variance request. The public hearings were duly called and 
advertised. 

Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, called the first public hearing to order and called 
upon Justin H. Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, to present the first and second zoning 
applications: 

Rezoning Request & Request for Special Use Permit- Mr. Cox presented a request to rezone 4.5 
acres located on US Hwy 319 N from AG to C-3, as well a Request for Special Use Permit 
for the same property, in order to allow for the use of an existing property as a storage and 
warehousing facility and wrecked motor vehicle storage facility. Mr. Cox cited compatibility 
with the comprehensive plan, presented an aerial view of the property, and noted that the 
Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission unanimously approved the request. 

Mr. Castellow requested comments in favor of or in opposition to the rezoning request and 
request for special use permit. There being none, this public hearing was closed. 

Mr. Castellow called the next public hearing to order and called upon Mr. Cox to present the 
third and final zoning request. 

Request for Variance - Mr. Cox presented a request for variance submitted by Amanda Webb 
and Ashley Dillon in order to divide 5.01 acres of property between two siblings. Mr. Cox 
presented an aerial view of the property and noted that the Moultrie - Colquitt County 
Planning Commission unanimously approved the request. 
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Mr. Castellow requested comments in favor of or in opposition to the request for variance. 
There being none, this public hearing was closed. 

APPROVAL OF REZONING REQUEST: Commissioner Nagy made the motion to 
approve the request for rezoning submitted by SDB, LLC, as presented in the public hearing. 
Commissioner Hunnicutt made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT: Commissioner Nagy 
made the motion to approve the Request for Special Use Permit submitted by SDB, LLC, as 
presented in the public hearing. Commissioner Hunnicutt made a second. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR VARIANCE: Commissioner Nagy made the 
motion to approve the request for variance submitted by Amanda Webb and Ashley Dillon, 
as presented in the public hearing. Commissioner Hunnicutt made a second. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

At this time, Mr. Cox presented an alcoholic beverage application submitted by Shaun and 
Blanche Berry (B's Country Store) to sell beer for off premises consumption. Mr. Cox noted 
that the applicants met all necessary code and setback requirements. 

APPROVAL OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE APPLICATION: - Commissioner 
Hunnicutt made the motion to approve the alcoholic beverage application submitted by 
Shaun and Blanche Berry (B's Country Store) regarding the sale of beer for off- premises 
consumption. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

FISCAL YEAR 21 - 22 BUDGET - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT: Mr. Cannon 
presented the recommended budget for the Sheriffs Department, in the amount of 
$3,718,061.00, and noted no new position requests or pay increases. 

Sheriff Howell stated that he was in the process of working on a plan for salary increases for 
certain personnel within his department and further stated that he would contact liaisons to 
the Sherifrs Department at a later date to discuss. 

Sheriff Howell thanked the Board for the completion of the third floor at the Justice Center 
and invited them to come by and view it for themselves. 

At this time, capital requests were presented and discussed for the various divisions of the 
Sheriff's Department. 

EMS: Mr. Cannon presented the recommended budget for EMS, in the amount of 
$260,919.00, stating that there was a budgetary increase due to maintenance agreements and 
various capital purchases. 

Amy Williams, EMS Director, reviewed the list of capital purchase requests with the Board. 
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE: Mr. Cannon presented the recommended 
budget for Extension, in the amount of $228,010.00, noting one capital request but stating 
that there were no significant changes from the previous budget year. 

Jeremy Kichler, County Extension Coordinator, presented an overall update of Extension 
programming activities, noting vacancies for two county agent positions. 

Mr. Kichler discussed renovating storage space previously utilized by the Farm Service 
Agency for BB Team activities. 

In closing, Mr. Kichler thanked the Board for their continued support. 

HUMANE SOCIETY: Mr. Cannon presented the recommended budget, in the amount 
of$100,000.00, submitted by the Humane Society. 

Drew Durham, Executive Director of the Humane Society, requested an increase in the 
amount of$44,000.00 due to the uncertainty of monetary donations. 

Mr. Durham presented a list of statistical information for the Humane Society, emphasizing 
an increase in adoptions and rescues and a significant decrease in euthanasia. Due to the 
increase in live release rates, Mr. Durham stated that the Humane Society was now eligible 
for a variety of grants. 

Recent donations from Sunset Elementary School to the Humane Society were discussed. 

Mr. Cannon reminded the Board that the Humane Society was funded through insurance 
premium tax proceeds and that each municipality had its own contract with the Humane 
Society. 

PUBLIC DEFENDER: Mr. Cannon presented the recommended budget for the Public 
Defender, in the amount of $326,472.00, and noted no significant changes from the previous 
year's budget. 

Wade Kreuger, Circuit Public Defender, presented his budget request and noted that most 
expenses were dedicated to personnel. 

Mr. Krueger noted that all counties within the Southern Judicial Circuit contributed a pro 
rate share of the overall budget. 

Mr. Kreuger discussed upcoming jury trials and calendar calls and in closing, thanked the 
Board for the opportunity to present. 

COLQUITT COUNTY ARTS CENTER: Mr. Cannon stated that, historically, in kind 
services were provided to the Arts Center when possible. He recommended this same course 
of action for the upcoming budget year. 
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Connie Fritz, Director of the Colquitt County Arts Center, presented an overview of 
programming activities for the Arts Center and invited the Board to visit the Arts Center at 
anytime. 

FY 21 - 22 BUDGET DISCUSSION CONTINUED: At this time, Mr. Cannon 
presented a list of changes to the overall budget since the previous meeting. 

Discussion ensued regarding the increase of tipping fees at the landfill as well as a variety of 
funding requests. 

(The Board recessed for supper at 6:50 p.m.) 

(The meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m.) 

MID - MONTH REVIEW: Mr. Cannon presented a list of upcoming agenda items: 

• Presentation of Proclamation - 2021 CCHS Star Student - Mr. Cannon stated that 
the Board would present a proclamation in honor of the 2021 CCHS Star Student 
Ashley Ma. 

• Approval of Contract - Georgia Association of Conservation Districts - Mr. Cannon 
presented a contractual agreement that would facilitate the placement of a county 
employee at the local NRCS office. Mr. Cannon noted that the county would be 
reimbursed for 50% of the position costs. 

• Approval of Contract Amendment - ProCare Rx - Mr. Cannon presented an 
amendment to the current contractual agreement with ProCare Rx, the county's 
pharmacy benefit manager, extending the contract for an additional six months. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Cannon stated that bids would be solicited after meeting with local 
pharmacists to obtain their input. 

• Approval of Appointment - Library Board of Trustees - Mr. Cannon stated that 
advertisement was currently underway for a county vacancy on the Library Board of 
Trustees. To date, Mr. Cannon stated that no applications had been received. 

• Approval of Invoice - Jarrard & Davis, LLP - Mr. Cannon presented an invoice, in 
the amount of $5,503.76, submitted by the law firm of Jarrard & David regarding 
legal services rendered. Mr. Cannon stated that funding would be derived from 
contingency. 

• Approval of Bid for Courthouse Painting- Mr. cannon presented the recommended 
bid, in the amount of $212,000.00, submitted by Doors of Arkansas regarding 
painting of the historic courthouse. Mr. Cannon noted that funding for the project 
would be derived from both 2013 and 2019 SPLOST funds. 
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• Approval of Declaration of Surplus - Various Departments - Mr. Cannon presented 
a list of various IT small equipment items that had been identified by internal staff as 
surplus to the county's needs. 

• Public Hearing - Mr. Cannon noted that a request for the closure of O'Neal Road 
would necessitate a public hearing during the June Board meeting. 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon discussed pertinent 
information to be brought to the Board's attention: 

• Amendments to Personnel Policy; 
• Side Loader Purchase (Solid Waste); 
• Precinct Consolidation Discussion; 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the Board. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Commissioner Nagy made the motion at 7:29 p.m. to discuss 
the acquisition/ disposition of real estate. Commissioner DeMott made a second. The 
motion carried unanimously. (An affidavit, as required by Georgia Law, was executive by 
all Board members present stating under oath that the subject matter of the closed meeting 
was devoted to matters within the exception as provided by law. The affidavit is hereby 
made a portion of the minutes be reference thereto.) 

REGULAR SESSION: Commissioner Nagy made the motion at 7:36 to reconvene into 
Regular Session. Commissioner Boyd made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION :MINUTES: Commissioner DeMott made 
the motion to approve the minutes of the aforementioned Executive Session. Commissioner 
Boyd made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEl\ffiNTS: Commissioner Boyd 
made the motion to approve t\vo purchase and sale agreements regarding the purchase of 
wo parcels of land. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

At this time, the Board briefly discussed the relocation of utility poles on Tallokas Road. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:46 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~ 
Denver F. Braswell 
Chairman 
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AFFIDAVIT 
This is to certify that the Colquitt County Board of Commissioners 
h E utive Ses~qn g Meeting (clo~eeting) on 
--'-+-+oo,.r;;...;;,,.._ ............ ,,.__.__..--____ f_, at ~ ,z ~ o'clock a.m. .m. he majority 

quorum present voted in the open · g to go into 
Executive Session (closed meeting). The subject matter discussed 
was applicable under the following code section(s): 

0 C G . 50-14-2(1) - Consultation with an attorney regarding 
g or potential legal action. 

___ O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(4) - Discussion of fu ture acquisition of r eal estate. 
(Notice was g iven as required and minutes ta ken.) 

___ O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(6) - Discussion of personnel matters. 

I further certify that the subject matter of th e Executive S ession (closed 
meeting) was d evoted to matter s within the exception provided by la w and 
the a bove checked identifies the specific relevant exception. 

This J1:t1 day of %t , ,}.{){) J · 

(~~ 
~ell, Chairman 

Ci Id -4/--
Chris Hunnicutt, ·ssioner 

( 


